
      Pastor’s  Letter ~ March 2024 

      Reverend Wendy Holland  

 

There’s an interesting exchange in Luke 9:49-55 that reads: 
 49 John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone using your name to cast out  

 demons, but we told him to stop because he isn’t in our group.” 
 50 But Jesus said, “Don’t stop him! Anyone who is not against you is for you.” 
 51 As the time drew near for him to ascend to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out 

for  Jerusalem. 52 He sent messengers ahead to a Samaritan village to prepare for 

his  

 arrival. 53 But the people of the village did not welcome Jesus because he was 

on  his way to Jerusalem. 54 When James and John saw this, they said to Jesus, 

“Lord,  should we call down fire from heaven to burn them up?” 55 But Jesus turned 

and  rebuked them. 

We sometimes hear about Jesus’s earliest followers and laugh at how unsophisticated they were, or 

shake our heads at their ignorance. Here the Disciples are just beginning to recognize the power and influ-

ence they have as followers of Christ. Not that they were walking in obedience for their own gain.   Everyone 

was making sacrifices. But the perks would be undeniable. 

They can actually make a difference in people’s lives! And of course, this would in turn benefit them. 

The Disciples would be seen as special, desirable, the cool people to have at a party. 

So when they hear that other people who aren’t even part of their circle are using the name of Jesus 

to do good works—and later when they’re not received with the celebration and favor they’ve become              

accustomed to—they are instantly suspicious. They forget everything Jesus has taught them about grace 

and  inclusion, and are instead ready to divide and conquer. 

But Jesus reminds them that everyone else’s good works don’t have to look like their good works, 

and vice versa. And that wherever people reflect the goodness of God and the Gospel we can find common 

ground. 

There are things happening in the world that absolutely call for critique, and even condemnation. But 

before we pass judgment based on “outsider” status let’s prayerfully, discerningly take a look at their pri-

orities and accomplishments. 

When we let go of judgment and ego and fear, we can find Jesus in some unexpected and beautiful 

spaces. 

May the Spirit be our continual guide and constant companion. 

Pastor Wendy 
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Greetingst  Spring is around the corner and new growth and blossoms have been beautiful.  
 

♦ Palm Sunday is March 24 is Palm Sunday. We will meet in the park at 9:30 to walk back to the 
church with palm fronds. 

 

♦ There will be a Maundy Thursday service at 5:00pm on March 28. 
 

♦ Then our Easter Service will be March 31.  Anyone that is able, please bring an Easter Lily 
to  decorate the Church.  Then you can take it home after or take it to someone that needs 
cheering up. 

 

Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to bring flowers and fellowship goodies.  It is so nice to 
have variety.  Please check the sign-up sheet on the fellowship wall for empty dates. 
We may not still wear Easter hats, dresses, patent leather shoes or suits like in the past, but we 
have a wonderful congregation filled with spirit, faith,  
camaraderie and love. Top thatt 
 

Spring blessings to you all, Sharon Rowe 
  

See you at Church,  
 

March is upon us and we have some great things happening at Plymouth Church. 

Diaconate. . . 

 

April 7, 2024 ~ The Sermon Will Be  “Ask Anything”  

Please submit any questions that you have to … 

⇒  Rev. Wendy’s Email ~ rev.wendy.holland@gmail.com 

⇒  The Church Office Email ~  plymouthchurchpaso@gmail.com 

⇒  Anonymously through the office door’s mail slot    

⇒  Anonymously In the offering plate on Sundays 

⇒  Or by phone 805-238-3321 

 

We would love to hear from you. . . 
Please send questions early enough to be reviewed. 
Thank you!  
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Submitted by Julim Schulte  

 

Hello Plymouth families, and happy March! I hope everyone is having a wonderful start to your 

month, and enjoying all the beauty of springtime.  

March will kick off with our monthly Date Night on the 3rd Friday of the month, March 15th, at the 
Youth House. Remember, we now have an updated time of 5:00-8:00PM! Youth of all ages are  
invited to join us for a night of themed crafts, games, snacks, and time with church peers. Youth 
are also welcome to bring friends! Parents, if you are available this month to provide food for the 
night and/or serve as parent volunteer, please let me know, and thanks so much in advance! Date 
Night will be followed by an overnight for our Youth Group, 6th grade and up. We will stay  
overnight at the church for games, snacks, and time with friends. Don’t forget a blanket and pillow! 
Youth are welcome to bring a friend.  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Pickups will be Saturday morning 3/16 at the Youth House at 10AM, and breakfast snacks will be 
provided. See you there!  
 

Sunday, February 17th is our monthly Youth to Yogurt! Youth Group members 6th grade and up 
are invited to join me after service to walk to the downtown Paso park for a frozen treat. We spend 
some time discussing upcoming youth events and plans. We are typi- cally out for about half an 

 
 
Friday 3/15: Date Night 5:00-8:00PM at the Youth House; Youth    
           Group Overnight (6th grade and up) in the Youth   
           House 

Saturday 3/16: Overnight pickups 10AM at the Youth House 

Sunday 3/17: Youth to Yogurt (6th grade and up) after service 

Wednesday 3/27: "Let's Talk About That" 6:30-8:00PM at the                         
           Youth House (6th grade and up) 
Sunday 3/31: Youth Sunday & Easter egg hunt! 

 

Our weekly Youth Band & Bible study will be on a hiatus this month to accommodate the school 
drama rehearsals many of our church youth are part of. We will be resuming in April, so keep an 
eye out for an announcement about that! The 4th Wednesday of the month will still be “Let’s Talk 
About That”, where we meet with Pastor Wendy to     discuss topics chosen by our youth. This 

month, that will be Wednesday 3/27, at the Youth House from 6:30-8:00PM.  

Finally, the last Sunday of the month, 3/31, is not only Easter Sunday but also our monthly youth 
Sunday! Youth of all ages are invited to participate in our service in whatever way they would like; 
they can read as liturgist, light the candles as acolyte, pass out bulletins as greeters, help with 
music, run slides, and more! It’s a great way for them to be involved in our service and to  
showcase their talents and dedication to the congregation, and it will be even more fun to have 

them sharing in leadership on Easter Sunday!  

Thanks all, and I wish you peace and blessings for this month and for the season 

ahead.  

Take care, 

Julia Schulte,  

Youth & Family Director 

The Easter Egg is hol-
low, 

Just as they found the 
tomb; 

For it is meant to repre-

Happy Easter . . 



 

MISSION-OUTREACH NEWS FOR MARCH 2024 
By John Svinth 

 

The Mission-Outremch Temm needs more members on its bomrd. Our board has only four members and would 

benefit greatly from additional members to help us plan and develop our outreach activities to our community 

and beyond. If you feel a tug on your heart when your hear about or help with the activities we conduct, please  

consider joining our board to add your ideas and good energy to help serve those who need a helping hand. For 

more information about us please see John Svinth, Pearl Munak, Chris Macy, or Sally Vogl.  
 

One Gremt Hour of Shmring (OGHS) is Sundmy, Mmrch -0
th

. This is the first of the four annual special mission  

offerings conducted by the United Church of Christ. This year’s OGHS theme is Share the Light. Your gifts are  

combined with others across the United Church of Christ to make a greater impact to the work being done and 

enables support to a variety of global and local concerns by addressing advocacy, sustainable development,  

refugee and asylum issues, migration, disasters, and assisting those most in need and vulnerable among 

us. Please give as you are able and join us to help Share the Light on Mmrch -0
th

. Checks for One Great Hour of 

Sharing should be payable to Plymouth Church and earmarked for OGHS. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dmniel Opkobum’s -0
th

 birthdmy wms Februmry 26. Daniel is one of our two boys in Uganda whom we sponsor 

through the Zozu Project. Thanks so much to our congregation for the wonderful birthday monies collected of 

$215. This was such an amazing response that it is enough to provide both Daniel and Kizito, our other Zozu boy 

whose birthday is in June, their birthday gifts for 2024.  Half of the amount, $107.50, was sent to Daniel to help 

make his birthday extra happy and the same amount will be sent to Kizito for his birthday in June, which assures 

both boys will know that they are gifted equally. A Zozu staff member will take Daniel shopping to spend half of 

the money for gifts, while the remainder of the funds was placed in a savings account to support Daniel’s family. 

I’m sure that Daniel and his family felt great joy upon receiving our gift for Daniel turning 10.  

 

The Plymouth Cmres meml on Februmry 6
th

 saw 19 people organize, prepare, assemble and/or serve 92 dinners and 

all 75 PBJ sack lunches for the guests on a drizzly afternoon at the ECHO Paso shelter. Alex and Becky organized 

the truly hearty main dish of Hearty Hamburger Casserole and prepared it with Gail and Stu. The wonderful sides 

were Chris’ crisp green salad with Ranch dressing, Linda and John T's buttered Hawaiian sweet rolls, and Alison’s 

chocolate chip cookies. This meal's highly trained PBJ sack lunch crew was Melinda, Mary, Carlie, John S., Olivia, 

Sharon W., Gail, Jim, Charity, and Nikol and son Andrew Rochez. The dedicated serving crew was Tanya, Alex, 

Becky, and John S. With just part of an afternoon Plymouth Church became a blessing to those in need and its  

representatives were blessed in return, all while enjoying the good work and each other’s company. Helpers are 

always needed and appreciated at the Plymouth Cares meals, which are always the first Tuesday of each month, 

so the next one is March 5
th

.  
 

The Mission-Outremch Temm hms m new meeting dmte. We are now meeting on the second Sunday of the month, 

after the worship service, at 11:40 AM, except for the month of March when we will meet on the third Sunday due 4 



MARCH CELEBRATIONS & CONCERNS   

 MARCH  BIRTHDAY  BLESSINGSS 

Jim Bmll 7 

Semn Boling 7 

Robert Dudley 7 

Hmnnmh Rougeot -2 

Jmckson Quemly -9 

Colter Tmnnehill 20 

Lei Normmn   22 

Shmron Wood 22 

      MARCH  ANNIVERSARIES   

                    No mnniversmries Listed   Christopher Rowe 23 

John Tubb 25 

Amelim Bmker  26 

Dmvid Rowe 26 

Mmrk Eltermmn 29 

Hmrt Junge 3- 

Shmron Rowe 3- 
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COFFEE AT CIDER CREEK BAKERY AND DELI  

205 OAK HILL RD., STE #-02  

Pmso Robles, CA 93446   
 

       PCC singles mnd mnyone who feels the need for  

m coffee get together every Tuesdmy mt 9:30mm mt  

Cider Creek Bmkery mnd deli. If you mre interested in stmrting this 

group, plemse cmll or text Kmthy Johmnsing (805) 440-5758.  

This is VERY informml just m nice cup of coffee  

or m snmck with some friends.  

� Prmyers for Renee Athey, for hemling & strength, body & spirit, ms she undergoes chemo f/pmncremtic cmncer. 
� Lily Kmte Comstock mnd her fmmily ~ For hemling mnd comfort ms she lives with m rmre form of epilepsy. 
� Dix DeGrmmf ~ Hms mn upcoming surgery for mn mortic embolism. Prmyers for hemling. 
� Pete DeGrmmf ~ Pmrkinson’s        
� Mmisie Egger     
� Rmchmnm Feit ~ Prmyers of comfort for Cmncer                  
� Bmrb Hill ~ Took m fmll mnd is hemling. Prmyers for comfort mnd for her son Ron’s recovery/hemlth.    
� Rev. Wendy Hollmnd mnd fmmily 
� Mmry Hymtt ~ Friend of Pemrl Munmk. Extreme trouble bremthing-AST, COPD, Crohn’s Disemse, etc. 
� Prmyers for Hmrt & Nmncy Junge. ~  Hmrt is home, recovering well mnd glmd to be home with Nmncy.  
� Prmyers f/Strength & Recovery of Emily, JoAnne Stoddmrd’s niece, beginning Rmdimtion tremtments 3/--/24 .  
� Cmrolyn Kelso   
� Alyssm Reid ~ Alyssm is 35 mnd her liver hms fmiled. She’s wmiting for m trmnsplmnt mt Scripps in Smn Diego. 

Plemse  prmy for Alyssm mnd her fmmily. Her mom works for Mmrlyn mnd Chuck Hope. 
� Anitm Ymtes  
� For multiple fmmilies demling with hemlth mnd cognition issues. 
� For the continued good hemlth of mll. 
� For God to bless PCC with continued, mbundmnt, love mnd unity, mnd to mdd to our numbers, ms we cmn be m 

mutuml blessing to those who join us. 
� Prmyers for mll people in Wmr Tor n Countries. 
� Mmy God heml, bless, comfort; mnd give wisdom to the doctors mnd mll medicml personnel. 

 
To mdd to the prmyer list, or mmke chmnges, plemse cmll or emmil Ronny in the church office:  

(805) 238-332-, or plymouthchurchpmso@gmmil.com 

HOPE AND HEALING ~  “ Dear God, please bless us with good health and strength . Help us 
to take care of our bodies and minds, and to always be grateful for the gift of life . Amen. ”   



Week One     (3/ 3/24):       “Zemlous” ~  Exodus 20:---7 (NLT)   

Week Two     (3/-0/24):      “Meeting Jesus On His Wmy To The Cross” A Tmx collector    Luke -9:---0 

Week Three  (3/-7/24):      “Good Dmys Ahemd”    Jeremimh 3-:3--34 

Week Four    (3/24/24):      “Hummn”   Mmrk -5 

Week Five     (3/3-/24):     “Witnesses” John 20:---8 

To mccess our online worship; to Find out more mbout Plymouth Church;  
or to mmke mn offering online; plemse visit:  plymouthchurchpmso.com.  Mmy God bless us mll! 

*A Wmrming Center mmy be held on Wednesdmys or Thursdmys depending on the wemther* 
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Month- to  
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  30  
 
 

March lunday lermons ~ We hope you are able to join us for our March lervices, 10am. 

 
God’s Gmrden 

8:30 A.M. 

     lunday         Monday       Tuesday     Wednesday     Thursday       Friday       laturday 

       Plymouth Congregational Church 

March 2024 

COULD  
THI l  

BE 
CALIFORNIA 

??? 
 PLEAlE BE  lAFE ! 

3-  WORSHIP ~ PCC 
 SANCTUARY  -0mm 
    YOUTH SUNDAY 

      Plymouth Cmres Dinner 
    Prep~-:30-4:30pm (YH) 

 Plymouth Hmll  Closed for Cmlifornim Presidentiml Primmry Election 
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